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MISTER SELF DESTRUCT
Shredded Art
Going once at £860,000, going twice, gone! A cheer bubbles up from the
crowd, followed by a shrill alarm and stunned silence as an ornate frame
appears to defecate a version of ‘Girl with Balloon’ in a spectacular diarrhea
of canvas ribbons. A European woman drops her chicken sandwich. A
journalist quietly ejaculates.

This is the impenetrable process of value. Like a ten pound note, (even with
lady Diana’s face on it) a Banksy print has no intrinsic value whatsoever. But
the collective belief in it’s value is as real as a punch in the kidneys. Value
is a thing without substance that has substantial effects. Effects like being
evicted or having bailiffs at the door.

Sotheby’s auction house in the heart of Mayfair, a cathedral of haute
bourgeoisie power, an art shop for the global elite. Situated in the square
you don’t want to land on when you’re playing Monopoly, in a slice of
London dotted with galleries that sell the most expensive pretty things
known to humanity. It’s a far cry from the rough end of Bristol, where
the DryBreadZ Crew once forwent the luxury of margarine in favour of
spending money on spray cans. But now, it’s precisely the place you would
go to buy an original Banksy.

This is why people get so angry about Tracey Emin’s bed - because they
know it is no different to their own bed, but they cannot sell their own bed
for a million pounds, they can barely sell their own labour for a few hundred
quid a month. Nobody really knows how value works in any market, but in
Fine Art in particular it’s internal contradictions are highly visible.

A European woman, who does not wish to be named, like Banksy,
innocently splurged a million on a Banksy original. (Well, it was a much
replicated original. But what does original even mean these days?) And
anyway, it soon became an original when it self destructed immediately
after the hammer fell. A shredder built into the frame chewed up half of the
‘Girl with Balloon’ before it jammed, much to the annoyance of Banksy who
claimed it had worked properly in rehearsal, two years previously.
She may have dropped her chicken sandwich in shock, but the mysterious
buyer soon realised that the whole affair had effectively tripled the value of
the work. Sotheby’s turned it all into a publicity coup, saying that it was the
first time a work of art had been produced at auction, and taking the liberty
of re-christening the piece, ‘Love is in the Bin’.
But why tho? Banksy offered this Picasso quote to the Independent
“The urge to destroy is also a creative urge” The whole shenanigan was
described as ‘Viral Performance Art’. At first glance it is an attack on the
art establishment of which Banksy has apparently accidentally become a
part. At second glance it looks like an incredibly cynical marketing ploy from
a superbrand who actively supports and sustains his participation in the fine
art market by running a Pest Control print authentication service.
But maybe there is a glance between the first and the second? A kind of
squinty eyed, daft looking moment of clarity, that might take us away from
the central paradox - that attacks on the hypocrisy of the art market revitalise
the art market. Attacks on the commodity, make the best commodities.
Not so very long ago, Banksy was an outsider, a bona fide broke ass
rebel in the wilderness preaching against spectacular society. So, when
did Banksy first become a producer of dizzyingly expensive fine art? In the
twilight of the Twentieth Century he was picking up national recognition in
the press, but it was after the millennium that his street art began to work
it’s way indoors.
Between 2002 and 2006 Banksy pursued a vigorous courtship of the
hipster art world, starting with Existencilism in LA. In the mid-noughties
street art, in part thanks to the ‘Banksy Effect’, was in it’s halcyon days.
When celebs like Christina Aguilera started buying his work, the value
soared. She spent a mere 50 grand on half a dozen prints. The wheels
were set in motion and the mysterious mechanisms of the art market took
over. By 2007 you could pay six times what Christina paid for a Bansky in
2006. The value of his work has continued to grow and grow.

BANKSY - PARIS 1968 REVISITED

The Fine Art market seems ridiculous to us peasants, it seems like a good
kicking might bring it down, like a house of pretentious cards.
‘Exit Through the Gift Shop’ can be seen as a good kicking performed
upon the hipster art market of Los Angeles. Mr Brainwash is a sort of
Frankenstein’s monster, created to take the piss out of LA art buyers, but
it was a joke that backfired because somehow his work acquired value
through the very process of making the film.
To be fair, Banksy never claimed to be against making money. In fact, he’s
rarely stated any firm position on anything, being a trickster god like Loki
off the Avengers.
There has always been a touch of Robin Hood to Banksy’s manipulation
of the art markets, and it makes sense in the tradition of situationist rebel
entrepreneurs like Malcolm Mclaren, to play the capitalists at their own
game while simultaneously sawing off the branch you are sitting on. He has
championed other artists, bringing them along with him, at events like Cans
Festival in London. He has used his wealth to support anarchist groups in
Russia, and to direct media attention to Palestinian suffering.
There is a long history of radical, auto-destructive art, going back to
Man Ray and the Dadaists of the early 20th century. His ‘Object to be
Destroyed’ was a metronome with a photograph of an eye attached to it. It
was stolen from an exhibition in 1957 and shot with a handgun. But there
is an even more relevant precedent from 1994, the KLF burned a million
pounds on an island off Scotland. Where Banksy failed to destroy the value
of his work, Bill Drummond and Jimmy Cauty successfully destroyed all the
value gleaned from their success as pop group the KLF. Sadly, nobody got
the punchline.
In neither case has the spectacular society suffered any kind of lasting
damage. These radical gestures not only bounced off the thick skin of ‘art
as commodity’, but they arguably fed into it, making it stronger. This is the
paradox so well illustrated in Charlie Brooker’s Black Mirror episode ‘Fifteen
Million Merits’. A young man subverts a reality TV show by threatening to
kill himself live on TV with a shard of glass, he buys himself the time and
space to speak his heartfelt message of anti-establishment rage.
Of course, they give him his own show and a penthouse suite, he spends
the rest of his days holding a shard of glass to his own throat and raging
against the machine to the delight of his audience. His rebellion is no longer
an acceptable level of threat, it’s an essential element of the system’s
survival. It somehow stops the flies from struggling in the web, to know that
one fly has escaped on their behalf.
In the spectacle the eye meets only anti-art pranks and their price tags.
Ceci n’est pas un Banksy.

Banksy went to Paris in 2018 to paint a collection of murals with a loose

The most significant thing about 1968 was perhaps the ideas that drove it

theme of the migration crisis in Europe. We live in a time when there are

- they didn’t ask for a Communist State or slightly better working conditions

more displaced people in the world than at the end of World War II. In spite

- they asked for new world, one in which everyday life would be completely

of brief flowerings of compassion, Europe is generally getting more hostile

different from the new consumerist capitalism and one in which Imperialism

towards asylum seekers.

would come to an end. This widespread understanding that Imperial Europe

It was also the fifty year anniversary of the 1968 student uprising in Paris.
You probably wouldn’t notice. It’s not the kind of thing that gets much press.
While everybody goes batshit trying to stir up misty eyed nostalgia for the
First World War, only a few lefty intellectuals will raise a glass of beaujolais
for the 1968 riots.
Briefly, tens of thousands of students and staff from the major Paris
universities occupied university buildings, marched and clashed with the
police. Then there were wildcat strikes and factory occupations on a massive

NEW
EDITION

had created the global inequality that leads to the migrant crisis of today, has
slipped out of the public conversation about migration. Banksy is perhaps
trying to bring it back.

Banksy
You Are An Acceptable
Level Of Threat

Banksy makes a direct reference to ‘Mai ‘68’ with his mural near a migrant
centre in Paris. The eight has fallen down, landing on a rat’s head, looking
suspiciously like Minnie Mouse’s ears with her distinctive bow. Is this a barbed
critique of France’s failure to live up to the anti-consumerist ideals of 1968?
After the revolution fizzled out, the road chosen - the Disneyfication of Paris.

scale. It was the closest thing to a revolution the modern western world has

Has Banksy been reading Jean Baudrillard, the postmodernist philosopher,

yet seen.

who was working at the University of Nanterre, May 1968, and who later

Gary Shove & Patrick Potter

New expanded edition featuring

Love Is In The Bin, Paris ‘68

Revisited and Port Talbot

against wearing the Niqab in public, a controversial measure that illustrates
the tension between the French state and it’s population of roughly eight

The other story that is buried deep underneath all the World Cups, Brexit
Bickerings and Love Island, is the migration crisis. And Banksy does like
to shine a spotlight on the things we sweep under our collective rug. In this

Since 2015, instability in South Sudan, Syria, Afghanistan and many other
regions of Africa and the Middle East has led to a steady rise in the number of
refugees in the world. Between 2011 and 2016 there was a 40% increase
in the number of displaced peoples worldwide. There were 65.6 million

the Middle East. The child in mourning near the Bataclan nightclub, strikes a
sympathetic note with the victims of the 2015 terror attack.
Elsewhere, the rats are up to their old tricks. A nod to the fact that Paris
was the ‘birthplace of modern stencil graffiti’ (see Blek le Rat) and that
Paris is still a city of grotesque inequalities, from Champagne nights to the
Banlieues. And of course, like a dog with a bone, there is a reference to
capitalism - which saws off your leg and offers you a bone in return.

displaced people in 2016 of which 22.5 million were classed as refugees. By

Fifty years after 1968, Banksy is still trying to imagine a world without

the end of 2017 there were a million asylum applications to European states,

capitalism. He’s the one asking the questions that we all try to forget to

although most refugees are hosted in countries outside Europe.

remember.

So far, so much number crunching. A little girl sleeping rough by the river
Seine is the human reality, trying her best to live in a world that doesn’t
want her to exist. Art is better than Science at communicating these things.
We are living in a time of mass migration. It is not going to go away. It will
probably get a lot worse. Qu’est-ce qu’on va faire?

www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk
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UPDATED
EDITION
LOVE IS IN
THE BIN,
PARIS ’68
REVISITED,
PORT
TALBOT

Dimensions
259x221mm
MORE PIC

case the rug is Europe.

million muslims, legacy of France’s imperial adventures in North Africa and

WORDS!

Or maybe he is slyly referencing EuroDisney. If you really want to know, ask
him on Instagram. Who reads books anymore?zzzzz

ISBN
978-1-908211-78-1

RE

The image of Napoleon with a veiled face is a reference to France’s law

USA$39.95 CAN$45.95

RES! MO
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came up with ‘hyperreality’ in his famous work on Disneyland and Watergate?

New expanded 248pp 2019 Edition. The single best
collection of photography of Banksy’s street work that has
ever been assembled for print. If that isn’t enough there are
some words too. You Are An Acceptable Level of Threat
covers his entire street art career, spanning the late '90s
right up to the ‘Seasons Greetings’ Christmas 2018 piece
in Port Talbot, Wales. This new edition includes his selfdestructing ‘Love is in the Bin’ intervention, which
according to Sotheby's is "the first artwork in history to
have been created live during an auction." Includes
‘Dismaland, Paris ’68, The Walled Off Hotel, Brexit, Cans
Festival, as well as new works from Gaza and New York.

£29.95

Pagination
248pp
Format
Hardback

NEW

RELEASE

ULTRAS: A Way Of Life
The fight for the soul of modern football
Patrick Potter

There are those that support a

football team, those that

support a team fanatically; and

£24.95
ISBN
978-1-908211-85-9
Dimensions
240x196mm
Pagination
220pp
Format
Hardback

then there are the ULTRAS

For the first time ever, an incredible visual archive of Ultras
worldwide is curated in this book. Beneath the surface of
modern life, the ancient urge for fanatacism and tribal warfare
lives on.
Packed with images of this dramatic sub-culture from across
the footballing world, ULTRAS is the first book that attempts to
tell the whole story of this enduring movement. It explores the
social forces and the psychological drives behind the culture
and looks at the struggle of the ULTRAS against the
gentrification of modern football. And it reports on some of the
key moments the ULTRAS culture has erupted into violence.
It’s the perfect gift for anyone who is even remotely
interested in football.
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NEW

RELEASE

BIKERS

BIKERS
Legend, Legacy and Life
Gary Charles

LEGEND,
LEGACY
AND LIFE
Gary Charles

A painstakingly chronicle view

of bikers worldwide

£16.95
ISBN
978-1-908211-83-5
Dimensions
220x165mm
Pagination
192pp
Format
Hardback

BIKERS: Legend, Legacy and Life is a unique look at this
close knit band of brother, and trawls deep into their history to
detail the early town-sieges of America’s Mid-West in the
1940s through to the British Mods and Rocker coastal clashes
of the 1960s, the Easy Riders of the 1970s, the Street Fighters
of the 1990s, and the vibrant multifaceted Biker Culture scene
of the first quarter of 21st Century.
Bikers will appeal to anyone who’s ever ridden on two wheels
and also delves into many of the misconceptions surrounding
this most misunderstood of sub-cultures.
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COLOSSUS
Street Art Europe

Over
30 cities
through 18
countries

Julio Ashitaka

Colossus is the definitive

showcase of epic European

£24.95
ISBN
978-1-908211-79-8
Dimensions
240x196mm
Pagination
240pp

mural street art

Colossus is an expansive journey through Europe from Berlin
to Barcelona, Budapest to Lisbon it's a visual guide to both
the astonishing and the epic. From figurative to abstract,
geometric to photo-realistic, all of the major creative
executions are covered in the expansive collection.
This book is the culmination of years of obsessively keeping
up with the explosion of the art form. Featuring QR codes for
many of the major European cities, you too will be able to visit
the artwork in person.

Format
Hardback
www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk
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NEW

RELEASE

MYLDN
Babycakes Romero

This is his photographic
love letter to London.
A city of possibilities
which has in fact become
the impossible city

MYLDN

A STREET VIEW OF LONDON LIFE

PHOTOGRAPHY BY BABYCAKES ROMERO

Following on from his daily photo blog, renowned London
street photographer Babycakes Romero brings you MYLDN.
A Street View of London Life. A compelling collection of
documentary images showing both the communities and
cultures which make up the multicultural melting pot that is
London. These photos, carefully curated here for the first
time, bear witness to the real heart and soul of the people that
make up the metropolis. Narratives and interactions depicting
scenes of love, hope, struggle and everyday life.

www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk

The intensity, the craziness, the inequality, the mayhem, the
conflict, the injustice, the beauty and the essence of what
makes the city what it was, what it is and what it will be. Each
stolen moment recording and documenting a different
perception of both the place and its people.
www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk

NEW TITLE

A Street View of London Life

£15.95
USA$24.95 CAN$29.95
ISBN
978-1-908211-73-6
Dimensions
185x265mm
Pagination
192pp
Format
Hardback

NEW

Scooter Boys
The Lost Tribe
Martin ‘Sticky’ Round

RELEASE

Third book
in a collecti
on
Two Fin
ger

Salute

celebrating
British you
th

NEW TITLE

If you rode to rallies in the 80s

and 90s then this book will

mirror your experiences

£16.95
Scooterboys are the lost tribe of British youth culture.
Unrecognised, uncelebrated and unwanted; misunderstood
by a general public who mistook us for Mods. We weren’t
Mods though.
By the 1980s myself and tens of thousands of scooter riders
collectively rejected that label. Instead, we took the roadmap
of British youth disaffection and carved a new bypass. This
route took us beyond the UK’s faded seaside resorts,
allowing us to spread our creed across the continents.

www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk

Tuned and customised Vespa and Lambretta scooters gave
us freedom to roam; transport to live for the weekend. Shared
experiences of riots, local hostility and police harassment built
strong fraternal bonds that endure to this day.

www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk

USA$24.95 CAN$32.95
ISBN
978-1-908211-75-0
Dimensions
220x165mm
Pagination
192pp
Format
Hardback

NEW

Made In Britain

MADE
B R I TA I N

A photographic history
of Britain at work

LOOK BACK / LEAP FORWARD

Patrick Potter

A hundred years of Britain

at work and our

post-industrial future

A PHOTOGRAPHIC HISTORY OF BRITAIN AT WORK
Patrick Potter

£19.95
USA$34.95 CAN$39.95

This epic collection of photographs documenting Britain at
work reminds us of our collective power and gives us hope for
the future.

ISBN
978-1-908211-76-7

Britain is changing. Don’t panic! Let’s talk. Who were we? Who
are we? Who do we want to be? Look back. Leap forward.

Dimensions
240x196mm

We can hardly remember what it was like to be a
manufacturing nation. Work has changed so much, so fast. We
may well be facing a future where work no longer exists at all in
the way we remember it. That is why this brilliant collection of
photographs, compiled from the Mirror archives and curated
by Carpet Bombing Culture is so fascinating, and so relevant.
www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk
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Pagination
208pp
Format
Hardback

NEW TITLE

RELEASE

NEW

RELEASE

Truth Bombs
Sticking it to the Man
NEW TITLE

Curated by Nick McFarlane & Chloe Baxter

An explosive collection of

over 200 colour stickers

created to make a statement

£16.95
USA$25.95 CAN$32.95

“A truth bomb”, according to the Urban Dictionary “is a fact or
piece of knowledge that, when told to a listener, is devastating
to the listener's argument or world view.”
Well in this case, The Man should prepare to be hit right
between the eyeballs and mind blown apart by a global
underground coalition of artists, illustrators, pop-culture
pirates, graphic agitators and agent provocateurs, protesting
the wicked ways of the world.
How you spin each sticker gives it the magical personal touch.
Let us commodify your dissent and we guarantee that your
resistance will be spectacular.
www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk
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ISBN
978-1-908211-74-3
Dimensions
185x185mm
Pagination
68pp
Format
Softback

NEW

RELEASE

Street Trip
Photographs by Matt Weber

Images that are both

timely and timeless

Matt Weber has been shooting the streets of New York for the
past 40 years, many of his images taken while running fares in
his New York City taxi cab. His camera captures New York
without pretense and with the love and attention that only a
native could afford. Each image documenting the small yet
extremely significant moments in the life of a city that never
sleeps.
Street Trip: Life in NYC is a compellingly curated collection of
his finest street photography, an authentic look at daily life from
someone who has consistently been ‘in the right place, at the
right time’.
His images are both timely and timeless and tell the stories of
real life in the Big Apple in unfiltered and honest detail.
www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk
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STREET

TRIP
LIFE IN NYC

Photographs by Matt Weber

£17.95
USA$29.95 CAN$34.95
ISBN
978-1-908211-72-9
Dimensions
185x265mm
Pagination
192pp
Format
Hardback

NEW TITLE

Life in NYC

First book
in a collecti
on
Two Fin
ger Sal
ute

MODS
A Way Of Life

celebrating
British you
th

Patrick Potter

books under the ‘Two Finger

Salute’ series featuring the
USA$24.95 CAN$32.45
ISBN
978-1-908211-59-0
Dimensions
220x165mm
Pagination
192pp
Format
Hardback

A Way Of Life
Patrick Potter

First title in a collection of

heyday of Mod from 64-66

£16.95

SKINS

Youth cultures never die. Every time someone falls in love
with a style, an attitude, a posture, a way of seeing the
world; that subculture is reborn, just as imminent and vital
as it was the moment that it first appeared.
The Two Finger Salute series explores the enduring power
of British Youth Rebel cultures from 1950 onwards with
photography, essays and interviews.
•

Features many images never before seen of Mods in
their heyday

•

The Mod phenomenon contemporized with
commentary and essays that explore its legacy and
philosophy
www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk

Includes never before seen

images capturing the defiant

spirit and eccentric creativity

of British Youth

£16.95

The true skins have never gone away. Skinhead is the only
British style tribe that still genuinely scares people.

USA$24.95 CAN$26.95
ISBN
978-1-908211-66-8

1969 is happening again...
Number two all over. Ben Sherman shirt. Braces. Doc
Martens. Harrington jacket. Trojan records. Ska music.
Tattoos. Pints. Pubs. Football. Respect. Working class
pride.
“SKINS: a way of life.” is a beautiful hardcover
collection of photographs of skinhead culture from
the late 1960’s throughout the 1980’s. Many of
these images have never been published before.
Presented with a series of articles, commentary and
quotations designed to celebrate the essence of the
skinhead cult.
www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk
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Dimensions
220x165mm
Pagination
192pp
Format
Hardback

THE STORY OF
STEPHANE RAYNOR.
THE GUY THAT
FIXED LONDON FROM
HIS UNDERGROUND
CONTROL PAD.
MODS, HIPPIES, DUB,
SOUL BOYS, PUNKS,
NEW ROMANTICS, THE
E,
FASHIONISTA, ACID HOUS
NIGHT CLUBBING,
HIPSTERS & QUEER.

All About The Boy

Derek Ridgers

By Stephane Raynor

Photographs
Derek Ridgers

Artist, innovator, designer,

40 years of portraiture covering

Raynor lives like he means it

sport and fashion

anarchist, hedonist, maverick,

£29.95
USA$44.95 CAN$49.95
ISBN
978-1-908211-65-1
Dimensions
285x235mm
Pagination
240pp
Format
Hardback

music, film, popular culture,

Discover the true story of the man behind the iconic
London fashion label ‘BOY’ told by the man himself Stephane Raynor. Packed with punk attitude and original
photography, buy a ticket and take the ride. Join Raynor on
a journey through a life less ordinary - lived in a tireless
pursuit for THE NEW.

Derek Ridgers is one of the UK’s foremost portrait
photographers with a career spanning forty years. He is
best known for his photography of music, film and
club/street culture – photographing everyone from James
Brown to The Spice Girls, from Clint Eastwood to Johnny
Depp.

Artist, innovator, designer, anarchist, hedonist, maverick,
Raynor lives like he means it. The guy behind the guy
behind the guy - he was there man...fomenting and
agitating in the background of punk, new romantic, acid
house, you name it.

During his career, Ridgers has worked for many
publications, including Time Out, The Sunday Telegraph,
NME, The Face, Loaded, The Sunday Times, The Sunday
Independent, GQ Style and Arena.

A VISION OF A WORLD where ordinary people can live like
pop stars.

www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk
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£34.95
USA$45.00 CAN$49.95
ISBN
978-1-908211-69-9
Dimensions
328x233mm
Pagination
240pp
Format
Hardback

Dark Tourism

Artivism

Rebecca Bathory

Arcadia Poch and Daniela Poch

A collection of exquisite

photographs captured in places
associated with death and

£24.95

tragedy around the world

USA$45.00 CAN$47.95
ISBN
978-1-908211-51-4
Dimensions
251x251mm
Pagination
240pp
Format
Hardback

Memento Mori, reminders of mortality were supposed to
make us more pious - did it ever work? The vanity of
pleasure - doesn’t make pleasure any less pleasurable.
Dance while you can.
In 2016 Rebecca Lilith Bathory travelled around the world
to 20 countries to visit 100 dark tourist sites in UK,
Germany, Austria, Czech Republic, Switzerland, France,
Italy, Mexico, Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand, Philippines,
Japan, Poland, Slovakia, India, USA, Indonesia, Ukraine
and Cuba, to explore the interesting historical parts of
these dark parts of our history.
www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk

Creativity committed to reflection,

criticism and the eternal pursuit

of social justice

£19.95
The new Creative Activism, or, as it is usually called, Artivism,
is becoming a common way of denouncing conflicts, of being
a megaphone of the unfairness, demanding more public
space or pushing political and social agendas; in short, to
highlight what does not work well.
Artivists use art as a weapon of public and social exigency
charged with particular doses of shrewdness, inventiveness,
imagination, sense of humor and, above all, social impact,
either throughout impressive pieces or the most subtle and
invisible actions. Tricks and provocation are allies of our artists
who, by the means of their wit, can tease the Russian KGB,
face corporate giants that no lawyer in the world would face or
simply seek the urban poetic beauty to open a new
relationship of the Citizens with their own city.

www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk

USA$34.95 CAN$45.95
ISBN
978-1-908211-62-0
Dimensions
240x196mm
Pagination
208pp
Format
Hardback

Naturalia

Spomeniks

Reclaimed By Nature

Jonathan ‘Jonk’ Jimenez

Jonathan ‘Jonk’ Jimenez

A fascinating and

History, Art and Politics

natural history

structures

disturbing collection of

£24.95
USA$39.95 CAN$49.95
ISBN
978-1-908211-61-3
Dimensions
297x210mm
Pagination
240pp
Format
Hardback

photography

from all over the world

Naturalia is a curated collection of images showcasing
urban ruins reclaimed by nature. Ornate country mansions,
luxury modernist designer homes, stone churches, farm
holdings, factories, institutions, private homes, train
stations, planes, cars, tanks, trains, palatial courtyards,
plantation mansions, spaces of work and play, life and
death, all in the vivid processes of reclamation. A wide
range of architectural styles from classical to hypermodern are pictured in the grip of wild, resurgent nature.
And if we disappeared tomorrow? In just a hundred years
the great cities of the world would look like this.

www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk

depicted in supersized

£19.95
USA$29.95 CAN$32.95

Spomeniks literally means 'Monuments' in Serbo-Croatian.
Some see spaceships conspicuously parked up in the
middle of nowhere, others see a concrete legacy of both
Yugoslavia’s emergence from World War II and its hopes for
the future.
Follow in the footsteps of French photographer Jonathan
'Jonk' Jimenez as he tries to track down these super-sized
structures. Once counted in their thousands and attracting
huge numbers of visitors, there are now only a few of them
left, spread throughout the Balkans.
Pushing architecture to its limits, Spomeniks are what
happens when brutalism, symbolism, space age aesthetics
and abstraction meet.
www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk

ISBN
978-1-908211-68-2
Dimensions
297x210mm
Pagination
200pp
Format
Hardback

Hand Poked
/ No Electricity
Stick & Poke Tattoo Culture
Sarah Lu

£14.95
USA$19.95 CAN$26.95
ISBN 978-1-908211-53-8

NEW

Dimensions
165x165mm
Pagination
192pp
Format
Hardback

RELEASE

20% of the population has a tattoo and ‘Peak Tattoo’ isn’t
expected to be reached until 2025.
Since the dawn of time people have been using needles
and sticks, whatever comes to hand, to push ink into their
skins to make tattoos.

Retrographic
The world’s most important
images transformed into living
colour

Spinfluence
The Hardcore Propaganda Manual
NEW Fake News Special Edition
Nick McFarlane

NEW larger format with new

content and new graphics.

Special FAKE NEWS EDITION

£19.95
USA$39.95 CAN$43.95
ISBN 978-1-908211-50-7
Dimensions
285x235mm
Pagination
192pp
Format
Hardback

Littered with informative gems and a powerful narrative that
bounces themes of conflict, exploration, progress,
regression, culture and hope across the Age of the Image,
Retrographic is the ultimate celebration of human
civilization’s most impactful medium.

www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk

£16.95
USA$24.95 CAN$32.45

Trump has it. Obama owned it. Putin would kill for it; if
you’ve got Spinfluence, then you can twist the truth,
influence opinion and control the masses. The new Fake
News Special Edition of the Spinfluence comes fully
loaded with the latest highly-classified information about
the most toxic propaganda on the planet. Is Fake News
responsible for a conman winning the Whitehouse? Who is
really guilty of pedalling ‘alternative facts’?

ISBN
978-1-908211-64-4

The first edition of Spinfluence was banned in dozens of
countries around the world, so get your hands on a copy of
the new Fake News Special Edition and discover the
secrets behind the spin… before it’s too late.

Format
Hardback

www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk

Dimensions
214x160mm
Pagination
288pp

Ask Me, Ask Me, Ask Me

Burn After Writing

Random Questions
for Awesome Conversations

TEEN
Rhiannon Shove

BEST
SELLER

Patrick Potter

TEKSMEBAK
Yeah? You receive the following teks.
What do you teksbak?

On a scale of one to America how free are you
tonight?

£6.95

Wassup babygurl!?

You make me wanna knit us matching sweaters.
I can’t believe they let me text during the exam!

USA$9.95 CAN$13.50

Switch your phone off sweety you have school in
the morning.
So we hittin the burger bar or what?

ISBN 978-1-908211-52-1

I’m at the store. What goldfish do you want?

£9.95
USA$14.95 CAN$16.95
ISBN 978-1-908211-27-9

This goat is eating your chair. Can I shoot it now?
I’m looking forward to yesterday!

Dimensions
178x121mm
Pagination
128pp
Format
Softback

INTERVIEW

YOU
WHO DO
YOU THINK
YOU ARE?

£6.95
USA$9.95 CAN$13.95
ISBN 978-1908211-43-9

Thanks for signing up to CAT FACTS. You will now
receive fun daily facts about CATS!
E

Imagine that you have in your pocket a magical book of
spells to make any conversation massively, massively,
massively awesome. Well now you have! The art of
conversation is alive and kicking and you are the artist.
What is the secret of being fascinating? Be fascinated…

Dimensions
127x198mm
Pagination
144pp
Format
Hardback

Burn After Writing TEEN asks the question - who are you
really? This interactive book acts as the epic teenage journey
of self-discovery. Hundreds of questions pry open the
secrets of your psyche piece by piece.
Some questions are fun, some are deep and some are just
plain random. You can take it deadly seriously, or just have
fun with it, or both.

Interview You

Burn After Writing

Who do you think you are?

Welcome to the book of you

Patrick Potter

Sharon Jones

THIS IS
A GAME
OF SELFDISCOVERY.
OR IS IT
A GAME OF
SELFCREATION?

ALL T NO SHADE
It isn’t throwing shade if it comes from a place of
truth, right? Truth hurts. Truth comes from a place
of truth. It’s called Truth Land. You can take the
kids there on holiday. It’s great. A word of warning
- there is no shade at Truth Land, so you will need
sun block. Stay classy.
1.

Would you want to be your own friend?

2.

Are you the kind of person you would hang out
with?

3.

What is the meaning of life?

4.

Do you know ﬁrst aid?

5.

Could you give someone CPR?

6.

Would you rather fail at something epic or
succeed at something mundane?

7.

Who would you give three wishes to?

£9.95
USA$14.95 CAN$16.95
ISBN 978-1-908211-23-1

8

Dimensions
127x198mm

Burn After Writing is a personal journal that invites you to face
all of the big questions in life.

Pagination
128pp

INTERVIEW YOU helps you figure out who you really are by
helping you to figure out what you really think. Just like a
massive extended interview with a celebrity - except the star
is you. Use it alone or use it on your friends and relationships
like some crazy question mark shaped Tiger Balm.

Pagination
144pp

Format
Paperback

It’s absolutely stuffed with the finest curated interrogatives
custom designed for blowing the mind wide open.

Format
Hardback

It’s your own interactive confidante encompassing a
collection of gently probing questions, mind games, thought
experiments and homework assignments - all on your
favourite subject: yourself. Have fun with it, or take it too
seriously, or both. It’s up to you.

Dimensions
178x121mm

www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk

www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk

In The Eighties

Punk London 1977

Portraits From Another Time

Derek Ridgers

Derek Ridgers

£24.95

£14.95

USA$39.95 CAN$48.50

USA$19.95 CAN$21.95
ISBN 978-1908211-44-6

ISBN 978-1-908211-56-9
Dimensions
230x320mm
Pagination
160pp
Format
Hardback

Maligned, misunderstood and fetishized the 1980’s stands
as the decade when post-modern life began in the west,
and London was at the epicenter of this shift.
An explosion of creativity took place against a backdrop of
radical social change. No longer would the state look after
you from cradle to grave – now it was every man for himself,
greed is good and the markets are the hand of god.

Dimensions
248x197mm
Pagination
160pp

1977. Most people blinked and missed it. Many spent a
decade trying to catch up. Derek Ridgers stumbled across
it by accident, where it was, in the beating filthy heart of the
Roxy in middle of a derelict slum called Covent Garden.

Format
Softback

You won’t see these kids anywhere in the magazines. They
weren’t trying to get famous.

The Death
of Photography

The Dark Carnival

The Shooting Gallery

Derek Ridgers

Portraits from the Endless Night

Peter Gravelle

£24.95

£29.95

USA$39.95 CAN$43.95

USA$45.00 CAN$49.95

ISBN
978-1908211-41-5

ISBN 978-1-908211-38-5

Dimensions
285x220mm
Pagination
216pp
Format Hardback

From the filth and the fury to the elegant extravaganza, ‘Peter
Gravelle’, has remained in the shadows of punk rock, low
culture and high fashion, deflecting attention while steadily
producing an epic body of iconic work.
‘The Death of Photography’ is a tour de force, a high end art
book showcasing forty years of the best punk, fashion and
portraiture of Gravelle’s career.
www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk

Dimensions
285x235mm
Pagination
216pp
Format
Hardback
www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk

Anyone who loves street style, youth subcultures, portrait
photography and the curious human penchant for playing
dressing up, will find this collection a darkly fascinating
celebration of night life to pore over again and again.

Banksy

A.F.K.

Myths & Legends Vol 1

Away From The Keyboard
Anna Maria Kiosse & Callum Shove

Mark Leverton

£5.95

£9.95

USA$9.95 CAN$10.95

USA$16.95 CAN$22.95

ISBN - Volume 1
978-1-908211-01-9

ISBN 978-1-908211-29-3

Dimensions
105x148mm
Pagination
96pp
Format Softback

Ê

BANKSY
MYTHS & LEGENDS
VoLuMe 2

No single living artist has created as many myths, rumours
and legends as Banksy. Many of the tales in these books are
from Bristol, some are from further afield. What they share is
that they are all told with the wide eyed wonder which Banksy
inspires. Volume I was collated between 2009 and 2011, and
Volume II between 2011 and 2015.

Dimensions
210x210mm
Pagination
144pp

What if you could give the kids an instant, ready made
creative mini-project to get them away from the console
and up at the big table, working with their hands, eyes and
imaginations?

Format
Softback

Enter AFK. Give them a reason to be away from the
keyboard.

Banksy

Hunting the Killer Idea

Myths & Legends Vol 2

Nick McFarlane

Mark Leverton

CoLlEcTeDÊBy mArCÊLeVeRtOn

£5.95

£14.95

USA$9.95 CAN$10.95

USA$24.95 CAN$34.95

ISBN - Volume 2
978-1-908211-31-6

ISBN
978-1908211-34-7

Dimensions
105x148mm
Pagination
96pp

Some of these stories are quite old and have been told so
many times they have become the stuff of legend, others are
more questionable and best described as myths. Some are
laugh out loud bollocks and others are simply gossip. You
be the judge.

Dimensions
185x250mm
Pagination
200pp
Format Softback

Format Softback
www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk
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Killer Ideas are out there – wild and free, powerful and
dangerous. They’re the alpha ideas that rule over the jungle.
Assembling the strongest ideas and sharpest insights from
around the world, Hunting the Killer Idea is the definitive
guide to creativity. An artist, anarchist, ad-legend and rock
star are among the many hunters who reveal the method
behind the madness.

Autopsy of America

Soviet Ghosts

The Death of a Nation

The Soviet Union Abandoned:
A Communist Empire in Decay

Seph Lawless

SOVIETGHOSTS

Rebecca Litchfield

REBECCALITCHFIELD

£24.95

£19.95

USA$39.95 CAN$53.95

USA$39.95 CAN$43.95

ISBN
978-1-908211-49-1

ISBN
978-1-908211-16-3

Dimensions
251x251mm
Pagination
200pp
Format Hardback

Autopsy of America takes you through the tattered
remnants of the United States of America in a way that you
never seen before. The beautiful apocalyptic landscapes
consisting of abandoned schools, factories, shopping
malls, amusement parks, theaters, hospitals, sport arenas,
homes even entire towns offer a visual diagnostic to some
of the county's true ills.

Dimensions
254x254mm
Pagination
192pp
Format Hardback

A photographers journey behind what was the Iron Curtain
delivering a compelling narrative of both moral bankruptcy
and flawed ideology. Featuring stunning imagery throughout,
this stunning road trip through the old USSR, breathes new
life into these forgotten places, finding both beauty and
meaning in their post-apocalyptic decay.

Haikyo

Return to Fukushima

The Modern Ruins of Japan

Rebecca Bathory
(Soviet Ghosts)

Shane Thoms
RETURN TO

FUKUSHIMA
REBECCA BATHORY
PHOTOGRAPHY BY SHANE THOMS

£19.95

£19.95

USA$34.95 CAN$47.00

USA$29.95 CAN$34.95

ISBN
978-1-908211-46-0

ISBN
978-1-908211-48-4

Dimensions
251x251mm
Pagination
216pp
Format Hardback

Stepping away from the lights and into the shadows, one
adventurous photographer embarks on an underground
voyeuristic journey, documenting a curious collection of
images that provide a rare and intimate glimpse into a secret,
mysterious and sometimes bizarre world.

Dimensions
249x246mm
Pagination
192pp
Format Hardback

As one of the first photographers to be granted access to
the site, Bathory now presents never-before-seen images
which provide a unique and moving meditation on human
failure seen through the lens of an accomplished artist.
Bathory’s images take you behind the scenes of the ghost
town that is Fukushima, at turns heartbreaking and
devastating. These photographs ask the question - what
next for a nuclear future?

Ask the Dust

Beauty in Decay

Romain Veillon

Urbex
RomanyWG

£24.95

£19.95

USA$39.95 CAN$43.95

USA$39.95 CAN$43.95

ISBN
978-1908211-36-1
Dimensions
251x251mm
Pagination
216pp
Format Hardback

Ask the Dust is a feast of urban ruin photography, executed
in gorgeous full colour, full page spreads framed by the
considerations of the young French adventurer behind the
camera. Featuring a potent blend of haunting images of
never before seen locations and new angles on classic
subjects - Ask the Dust is a visual treat for anyone who
cannot keep their eyes away from the elegant corruption of
decomposing buildings.

ISBN
978-0-9559121-4-6
Dimensions
260x260mm
Pagination
192pp
Format Hardback

"Take nothing but photographs, leave nothing but footprints."
This is the unspoken rule of urban explorers, who sometimes
risk their safety, police records, and even their lives to explore
abandoned buildings, sewers and storm drains, transit
tunnels, utility tunnels, high-security areas of inhabited
buildings, and even catacombs such as those in Chenobyl,
Rome, Odessa and Naples.

Abandoned America

Beauty in Decay II

Dismantling the Dream

Urbex II

Matthew Christopher

RomanyWG

Matthew Christopher

£19.95

£24.95

USA$39.95 CAN$43.95

USA$39.95 CAN$55.95
ISBN
978-1908211-42-2
Dimensions
251x251mm
Pagination
240pp
Format Hardback

Following on from his bestselling title Abandoned America:
The Age of Consequences, Matthew Christopher brings us
Abandoned America: Dismantling The Dream.
From the heartbreaking story of a state school that would
become home to one of the country's worst cases of fatal
neglect and abuse to the shattered remains of what was
once the largest mall in the United States, "Abandoned
America: Dismantling the Dream" asks what leads us to leave
places behind and what the consequences are of doing so.
www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk

ISBN
978-1-908211-10-1
Dimensions
260x260mm
Pagination
192pp
Format Hardback
www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk

Beauty in Decay. Urbex and The Art of Urban Exploration
published by CarpetBombingCulture in August 2010 broke
new ground in exploring the global phenomenan of Urban
Exploration. The original book garnered critical acclaim and
polarised opionion while featuring across both national and
international press including a Sunday Times feature. This
time the HDR is paired down and the spectacle ramped up.

Abandoned Planet

States of Decay

The definitive document of
cinematic abandoned photography

Urbex New York & America’s
forgotten North East

Andre Govia

Daniel Barter & Daniel Marbaix

£24.95

£19.95

USA$45.00 CAN$49.95

USA$34.95 CAN$38.95

ISBN
978-1-908211-26-2

ISBN
978-1-908211-12-5

Dimensions
256x256mm

Dimensions
240x240mm

Pagination
264pp
Format Hardback

Abandoned Planet is a unique document of exploring places
caught in a time-warp, locations where history is frozen in
time. Many of these images are downright spooky ranging
from the elegant and hauntingly beautiful, to a scare factor
that is the stuff of nightmares.

Pagination
160pp
Format Hardback

Abandoned Futures

Nightwatch

A Journey to the Posthuman World

Painting with Light

Tong Lam

Noel Kerns

£19.95

£24.95

USA$34.95 CAN$38.95

USA$45.00 CAN$49.95

ISBN
978-1-908211-13-2

ISBN
978-1-908211-02-6

Dimensions
240x240mm
Pagination
192pp
Format Hardback

A new breed of urban adventurers take a savage ride
through the invisible story of the North Eastern USA. From
NYC to the infamous Rust Belt, once home to America’s
heavy industry, States of Decay brings you a glimpse of the
broken, the doomed, the entropic dreamlands on the flipside
of the silver dollar coin. This book will ask disturbing
questions and inspire unexpected answers from anyone with
an imagination and a heart.

Abandoned Futures’ is a breathtaking global overview of the
decay and abandonment that sits in the midsts of humanities
constant push towards an uncertain future. It’s a visual epic
dedicated to the edge of our power, where human industry
fails and decay takes over. These are the landscapes that
give the lie to our dreams of immortality. Humanity versus
nature. It looks like we won the war. But at what cost?
www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk

Dimensions
260x260mm
Pagination
264pp
Format Hardback
www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk

NIGHTWATCH: PAINTING WITH LIGHT is the first book from
Kerns, one of the world’s foremost practitioners of the art of
light-painting. Join him as he ventures into the darkness of
the American Southwest, exploring remote desert ghost
towns under a full moon, or prowling the abandoned,
seemingly post-apocalyptic structures of America’s industrial
wastelands.

UnSanctioned
The Art on New York Streets
Katherine ‘Luna Park’ Lorimer

G
£12.95

USA$29.95 CAN$39.95

USA$19.95 CAN$21.95

Dimensions
240x196mm
Pagination
192pp
Format Hardback

Luna Park has spent the last ten years cataloging the art she
found on NYC streets. She quickly learned that for those that
pay attention, the street can provide as much of an arts
education as a museum. Ever since the City banished graffiti
from the subway trains, it’s streets have developed into a
vast playground for a complex culture, made up of distinct
communities, each with their own hierarchies, values and
sets of rules.

The Graffiti Sketchbook
Everything for the armchair graffiti artist

GRAFFBOOK

£19.95
ISBN
978-1-908211-33-0

GraffBook

ISBN
978-1908211-25-5
Dimensions
297x210mm
Pagination
168pp
Format Hardback

Ron English’s
Fauxlosophy

Unleash your inner graffiti writer all over the walls, trains,
subways and freighters in this beautiful black book. No
CCTV. No cops. No rabid dogs. Just tonnes of inspirational
illustration for you to deface, bomb over and throw up on at
will.
GraffBook is all about inspiring you to be the most creative
you possibly can be with a nib and an imagination.
• Printed on 2 distinctive paper stocks
• 120 pages of uncoated art paper
• 48 pages of matte coated art paper

Burn After Reading
RomanyWG

Ron English

£6.95

£9.95

USA$10.95 CAN$13.95
ISBN
978-1908211-45-3
Dimensions
140x140mm
Pagination
196p
Format Softback

USA$16.95 CAN$18.95
A compelling collection of the artist's sayings accompanied
by his own iconic images.
Ron English is one of the most prolific and recognisable
American artists alive today. Considered the Godfather of
Street Art, he has appeared in movies such as Exit through
the Gift Shop and Supersize Me and as a character of
himself on the Simpsons.
New York-based, his work is shown in galleries and
museums worldwide.
www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk

ISBN
978-1-908211-06-4
Dimensions
200x140mm
Pagination
256pp
Format Hardback
www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk

Legal or illegal graffiti. It’s sometimes beautiful, sometimes
ugly, but given time it can bee breathtaking in it's skill of
execution. Mural graffiti, although it may be unfashionable to
say so – is impressive at least in part because it's really
bloody difficult to do it well.
Sadly these murals take too long to create for the illegal stuff
to proliferate. So, until the revolution of consciousness when
our leaders will simultaneously attain enlightenment and put
up or shut up, budding muralists need to find legal walls.

Untitled.

Untitled. III

Street Art in the Counter Culture

This is Street Art

Gary Shove

Gary Shove

£14.95

£16.95

USA$29.95 CAN$32.95
ISBN
978-0-9559121-0-8
Dimensions
234x221mm
Pagination
196pp
Format Hardback

USA$29.95 CAN$32.95
I've got every darn book printed on the scene including my
now much revered first edition of Faith of Graffiti by dear
dead Norman Mailer and this magnificent tome beats them
all, even anything by El Banksy. Really it's a great book, part
fiction, part document, it's in a category all of it's
own...Beautiful Crime.
Not to be filed under history, photography, design or nonfiction, as it contains outright lies and outrageous subjective
opinion, this book is definitely about street art.

Pagination
192pp

Comical but quite cynical words gently probe and provoke
the reader throughout on areas such as advertising, hype,
society, urban life, rebellion, legislation and other street art
related topics but it’s the quality of photography that set’s it
head and shoulders above the current spate of pretenders.

Format Hardback

Out of Sight

The Beautiful Renaissance

Urban Art in Abandoned Spaces

Gary Shove

RomanyWG

£19.95
USA$39.95 CAN$43.95

USA$29.95 CAN$32.95

Dimensions
286x246mm

Dimensions
235x230mm

Untitled. II

£14.95
ISBN
978-0-9559121-2-2

ISBN
978-0-9559121-5-3

Could Untitled II live up to my expectations? In short, it does!
I just pulled a half dozen street art books out off my shelf to
compare, and it is clear that the guys behind Untitled II have
spared no expense in printing or finding the best photos.But
the truth is that pictures are only half the story with Untitled
II. The text alone is reason to buy this book...Vandalog.

ISBN
978-0-9559121-7-7
Dimensions
260x260mm

Pagination
192pp

Pagination
192pp

Format Softback

Format Hardback
www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk
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Not all art craves attention, some of it hides in the secret
places. Some of it is buried treasure, out in the urban
wilderness, left scattered in empty rooms of derelict buildings
like strange markings left by an unknown tribe. These works
are gifts given only to the occasional explorer, found in
abandoned factories, warehouses, industrial sites and
deconsecrated churches. This is art you have to earn by
leaving the designated areas and heading out past the No
Entry signs of the urban environment.

Quoteskine

The Mindless
Colouring Book

Volume 1

Lee Crutchley

Braindead Colouring for Exhausted People

£9.95

£5.95

USA$16.95 CAN$18.95

USA$9.95 CAN$13.95

ISBN
978-0-9559121-9-1

ISBN
978-1908211-47-7

Dimensions
210x130mm

Call it anti-illustation if you want. Lee Crutchley's Quoteskine
project takes doodling to a whole new level.

Pagination
144pp

It celebrates the love of drawing and the subject matter that
inspires each image. Taking in references from movies,
books, music, famous figures and even some self penned
quotes. Quoteskine is drawing for grown ups.

Format Hardback

Dimensions
297x210mm
Format Softback

Finally! A grown-up colouring book for immature grown-ups.
It’s a bit less Zen and bit like ‘scratching a crudely illustrated
penis on your local bus stop’.

Shitsville UK

Cement Eclipses

Monty Cantsin

Small Interventions in the Big City
Isaac Cordal

£12.95

£9.95

USA$16.95 CAN$18.95

USA$16.95 CAN$18.95
ISBN
978-1-908211-14-9
Dimensions
200x170mm
Pagination
256pp
Format Hardback

I used to think that the British were classy, heaven knows,
they’re miserable now. There’s a new book out and it’s
saying that your home town is the most awful, vile, disgusting
conurbation of degenerate, thumbless, vomit-faced, geneticthrowbacks the civilised world has ever known.
You are outraged.

ISBN
978-0-9559121-8-4
Dimensions
214x146mm

You are also desperate to read exactly what it says.

Pagination
256pp

This is Shitsville UK.

Format Hardback
www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk
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Cordal’s concrete sculptures are like little magical gifts to the
public that only a few lucky people will see and love but so
many more will have missed.
Left to their own devices throughout London Cordal what
really makes these pieces magical is their placement. They
bring new meaning to little corners of the urban environment.
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Peter Hyde Associates
5/7 Speke Street, (Corner Nelson Street), Observatory,
Cape Town 7935, South Africa
T: +27 (0)21 447 5300
F: +27 (0)21 447 1430
E: peter@peterhyde.co.za
North Asia, Southeast Asia
Noortje van Lienen
Director of International Sales
T: +44 (0)20 7713 2071
M: +44 (0)7939 662379
E: nvanlienen@abramsandchronicle.co.uk
If your region is not represented above, please contact:
internationalsales@abramsandchronicle.co.uk

REST OF WORLD SALES
Turkey & Middle East
Kit Clothier
Head of Export Sales
T: 971 56823 8600
E: kit.clothier@laurenceking.com
Australia and New Zealand
Thames & Hudson
Australia LTD PTY
11 Central Boulevard, Portside Business Park,
Fisherman’s Bend, Victoria 3207, Australia
T: +61 396 467 788
E: enquiries@thaust.com.au

Chris Ashdown
Publishers International
Marketing
E: chris@pim-uk.com
T: 44 (0)1202 896210

www.carpetbombingculture.co.uk
Rights
info@carpetbombingculture.co.uk

